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1. DE TERI ORATION OF FOREST RESOURCES 

The most significant feature of Russia’s forest resoぽ cesis their sheer volume. Russia 

leads the world in forest resources, accounting for over 20% of the Earth’s forest area and 

over 60% of its coniferous forest area. 

Table 1 gives a trend of Russia’s forest resources. The total forest area stands at slightly 

above 110 million ha, with approx. 74 billion m3 of this as growing stock. Neither of these 

parameters has experienced significant fluctuations. Shrinkage in area and stock resulting 

企omconversion to other land use or企omforest destruction, which is widely observed in 

tropical forests, has not happened to Russian forests. 

Tαble 1 Trend of forest resources of Russiα 

1966 1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 

Area of forest fund 1105.6 1103.4 1123.0 1119.7 1115.8 110.5 111.1 

(million ha) 

Area of closed forest 657.5 678.9 694.3 708.5 713.5 705.8 718.7 

(million ha) 

Area of coniferous forest 488.2 508.3 519.2 526.5 526.0 507.7 508.7 

Growing stock (billion m3) 73.5 74.0 74.7 75.4 74.6 73.0 74.3 

Growing stock of coniferous 61.2 61.0 61.2 61.3 60.l 57.7 57.8 

forest 

Growing stock of mature 52.8 52.5 51.5 49.1 46.3 42.0 41.5 

forest 

Growing stock of coniferous 45.6 44.6 43.8 41.8 38.9 34.2 33.4 

mature forest 

So町 ce: Shividenko and Nilsson 

A closer look at these forest resources, however, exposes various issues. The percentage 

of conifers in the forest stock has been declining. The rate of decline in stock is especially 

high for mature forests, particularly for mature coniferous forests. This suggests that in Russia, 

deterioration of forest resources appears to be in progress, especially for mature forests and 

most notably for mature coniferous forests, which訂eeconomically valuable. 

The qualitative deterioration of forest reso町 cesdescribed above has not been progressing 

at an equal rate across Russia. For forest stock per unit forest area, increases are seen in areas 

west of the Ural Mountains, whereas the Russian Far East is experiencing decreases. Siberia, 
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