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Abstract

This study aims to show subsistence activities and its transition from 1980 to 2003 on the Yao in
Northern Thailand. The results are as follows.

@ Subsistence activities found in the village are farming (Maize, dry dice and other crops), livestock
husbandry (beef cattle, pig and chicken) and other activities (foraging and employed labor). Maize farming is
the main cash income activity in the village. Two employed laborer work at Taiwan and South Korea is found.

(@ The main subsistence activities at about 1980 were dry rice farming and opium culture by shifting
cultivation, while at 2003 subsistence activity was sedentary Maize farming by using chemical fertilizer and
herbicide. The main cash crop was changed from Opium to Maize in these 20 years. Beef cattle husbandry in
forest is new subsistence activity launched at 1993. These changes affect land use pattern in the village. The
fields spread out widely around the village at 1980s, while congregated in the area lower than at a height
0f1000m asl at 2003.

® There is possibility that Opium culture control by government and land allocation by Forest

Department play a important role in change of subsistence activities and land use in the village. But more study
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and information are needed to discuss subsistence activities change and its transition in the village.
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