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Sound correspondences of the ’Azha dialect of Thewo-smad Tibetan
with Literary Tibetan and a Japanese-’Azha word list:
With an introduction to Tibetic languages in Thewo County

Hiroyuki SUZUKI

Abstract

This article provides an exhaustive list of systematic sound correspondences between Literary Ti-
betan (LT) and the ’Azha dialect of Thewo-smad Tibetan. The *Azha dialect belongs to the Thewo-
lho dialect group, spoken in Axia (’Azha) Township, Diebu (Thewo) County, Kanlho Tibetan Au-
tonomous Prefecture, Gansu Province, China. A Japanese-’Azha wordlist (ca. 1800 words) is
attached as an appendix at the end of the article.

The principal description of the sound correspondences is divided into three parts: initial [conso-
nants] (Section 3.1), rhyme [vowel + final consonants] (Section 3.2), and multi-syllabic phenomena
(Section 3.3). The article does not discuss suprasegmentals from the viewpoint of the sound corre-
spondence with LT.

Striking findings regarding the sound correspondences are the following:

e Multiple sound correspondences are attested for the LT combinations of Pr, Kr, Py, and Ky;

e The existence of LT finals does not lead to long vowels in *Azha; and

e The ’Azha long vowels correspond to LT disyllabic words.
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