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Abstract

This study focuses on the relationships between human and cattle/water baffalo in Laos. There are two main
fields to investigate the relationships. One is peasants and cattle/water baffaloes interactions in the ecological
enviroment. The peasants usually pasture cattle/water buffaloes in forests and fields. They raise cattle/water
baffalo as draft animals and movable properties. It has also been employed as offering gods or spirits, or as
cooking for the main dish of the feast. The research aims to investigate various indigeous knowledge and
practices associated with peasants - cattle/water baffalo interactions. Two is the local markets. The research
aims to investigate the changing phase of local markets, the socio — cultural backgroud and the influence upon
the ecological enviroment.

In 2003 — 2004, the field survey were dealt in Muang Xai City and Namo District in Oudomxai Province,
Luangpabang City, Pak Ou District and Nam Bak District in Luangpabang Province and Savannakhet Province,
mainly. And the survey focuses on the current issues of the two main fields as mentioned above.

The findings on the changing phase of the local markets are as follows: Since 1990’ s, the merchants who deal
with cattle/water buffalo increase rapidly in number in Luangpabang City, Namthuam, Nambak, Muang Xai
City and Namo. The increae has such social or political-economic backgroud as market economy development,
motorization and migration. Tai-dam newcomers play important roles in the catte/ waterbuffalo market system
of Luangpabang City. Kham newcomers play important roles in the cattle/water buffalo market system of
Muang Xai City and Namthuam. The merchants sell beef, water baffalo meat and pork under a rotation system
in the markets of Muang Xai City, Namo,Namthuam and Nambak. Lao play important roles in the cattle/water
markets of Savannakhet and Tha Kaek, while Vietnamese play important roles in the market of Nongkhai and
Udonthani.

The fndings on the relationships between peasant and cattle/water buffalo are as follows; Modern farm system
do not induce in the areas. Most of cattle/water buffaloes are pastutured in forests and fields. There are 4 types
of the pasture, that is, (A) pature all day in all seasons, (B) pasture in the day / tether in the night, (C) Type A
in the dry season/ Type B in the rainy season, (D) Type B in the dry season/ tether all day in rainy season. The
peasants select Type C or Type D in the areas where the peasants have problems by the shortage of pasture
fields. The shortage may be causse by the development of agriculture and the restriction on shifting cultivation

in the areas.

HBHE1 L7 YA - /= AV Z—lilG0OKERZED

116



2004 BT TR Y 2 7 MR

HH2 TT7AX=UHNONF - KT RE&ERTEEE

HHE3 IOtk Lt

FH4 KFROET—TRIBONE (7 —AF)

117



