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Abstract

Several researches of the utilization and ecological aspects of Cladophora glomerata (Linnaeus) Kuetzing (‘kai”
in Lao) have been done at Luang Prabang, located at the middle part of the Mekong River (Laos), on Dec. 2004.
Processing of Porphyra-laver-like products ( “kai-pane” in Lao) and other utilization for food of C. glomerata
plants have been researched by our sight-observations and hearing research from the villagers. Ecological
analysis including water quality has also been done. We also have studied some ecological aspects and
utilization of Spirogyra spp. ( “thao” in Lao) for food in Luang Prabang and Xhaytani District, near Vientiane.

Cladophora glomerata and Spirogyra spp., both freshwater green algae, are very common species in the
world, however, their utilization in Laos are very rare and very interesting cases in the world. Especially, C.
glomerata is the most important plant for the feed of Pa beuk (Pangasianodeon gigas Chevey, rare fish in the
Mekong) in their mature period, as same as human food. From the water quality analysis, Cladophora is growing
in the clear, moving, and alkaline water. On the other hand, Spirogyra is growing in the impure, stopping, and a

little acidy water.
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