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We would like to investigate how the daily lives of Laotian village people are changing under
modernization, urbanization and the penetration of market economy. Our main focus is on the people’ s daily
lives, especially the time-space allocation

o ) Tab 1: main economic activity in Vientiane Municipality
of the human activities. We would like

Sel-amployed

to make clear these changes from three Year Paid employee |  (Non-farm Farmer
aspects. The first is the change of jobs BCiivity)
and mobility. The change of the job type 1947508 . i S
will directly effect to the spatio-temporal
flexibility. And Laotian motorization from

C . , . 200203 22% s 31%
1990 s is expanding the daily activity
space. The second is gender difference Dot LECS{Lan Expanciture andd Cormurrption Scrve)

of time use. The third is the activity space
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of the children.

Our research Methods consists from two parts. The first is the interview survey to village people
and the some employees of factory in Vientiane municipality. The second is statistical analysis of LECS (Lao

Expenditure and Consumption Survey). It is conducted by National Statistical center of Lao government. And
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Figl: Job status of Adult Female in Vlentiane M.

there is the support of Swedish International Development cooperation agency

1. LECS

LECS consists
by many types of
micro scale survey
related household
economy. There are
consumption survey,
agricultural survey
family business
survey, employment
survey, health survey,
time allocation survey
and so on. LECS have

been conducted three

times. We will use LECS 2 and 3 data because the time allocation survey is undertaken at LECS 2 and 3. LECS 3

Tab.2: possession ratio by household

Vientiane Municipality

Laos (whole country)

, Motor : Motor

Year Vehicle cycle Year Vehicle cycle
1997/98 14% 52% 1997/98 4%, 15%%
2002/03 15% B5%: 2002003 4% 22%

Cata LECS (Lao Experciiure and Corsurmpiion Surveyd)

sample is about 8,100 households in 540 villages. The data was collected from about 45,000 people.
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2. The changes of the jobs

Fig 2: Travel mode in Vientiane M.

Urbanization and introduction of market economy in Laos is characterized by growth of self-

employment in Vientiane municipality

(Tab. 1)

The percentage
of paid employee decrease
these Syears, because the
employment of old public
sector was radically decline
and the employment in
private sector is unstable
and the rapid growth of
the employment in private

sector is not revealed.

The ratio of

employed worker and not

Matorcycled suburbs

Vientiane M. Ave.

commuting

timea
commute by 1.30 Fime .
walk \
commute by 1.23 The by walk
bicycle
commute by 110 The prism by motoreyele
motarcycle

dinfance

Fig.3 expanding of activity space

employed is varied from the villages in Vientiane municipality. The village near central Vientiane, the ratio of

employed is relatively high, and the villages far from central Vientiane the ratio is low (Fig. 1). For example,

the self-employment such like trader who selling the agricultural or natural products or the merchant who

conducting small store in the villages is increasing.

3. The changes of the mobility.
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These Tab 3: time use on main activities by sex, hours per day
tables show
Emplayed Crami farming housahobd

the changes ok i I
of Household Wiy
possession ——————————————

Mala 2564 137 1.16 0.49
of durables [Vientiane
in Vientiane M.)
Municipality. To

Famala 1248 212 D83 227
compare with (Viantiane)
whole country,
the possession Male (rest) 1B 054 2,59 .56
of motorcycle is

y Formnale (rest) 0.19 0.65 237 2.8

growth in Vientiane

Municipality (Tab.
2).

Data: LECS (Lao Expenditure and Consumption Survey)) 2002,/03

The ratio of commuting activity by transportation method has different by village in Vientiane
municipality (Fig. 2). In the central Vientiane, commuting by walk is high. In the suburban area of Vientiane,
commuting by motorcycle is major activity. In the distanced area from central Vientiane, commuting by walk is
dominant.

The motorization can change the daily activity. The people who have automobile or motorcycle
can easily access to distant place (Fig. 3). Because the average commuting time is not so different by the
transportation mode, we can suppose the activity time-space is expanding by using motorcycle and the
possibility of activity is rising.

These changes effect to the temporal spatial flexibility of each parson’ s daily life. The self-employed
can get more flexible daily life than employed person. Because most of the employed person has rigid working
time, they cannot coordinate the allocation of the daily activities by themselves. The relatively distanced village
have small ratio of the employed. Though these villages have the limited access to the cash income, they can
practice various kinds of the activities Tab 4. Age structure of some countries
by flexible style. For example, most of

activities related to natural resources

‘Warld
(farming, gathering, hunting, fishing) have Ao Laos Viet Ham | Thailand Developing
to be coordinated flexibly because the (2000} (1992} t2001) IFEE;:I::;FH
natural environment of Laos has much
fl . O=1k di 40% 231K 3%
uctuation. |
The both of the rising of employed [B-bd E3% EEN TOE 63%
workers and the dominant position of
b5 &% 8% [ 5%

motorcycle are observed in the suburban
area of Vientiane. We can understand
these results as the changing of the daily
life as the part of the urbanization process.

And third aspect is gender role in the activities (Tab. 3). Development of self-employment played
significant role in the process of labor division between male and female. The increase of self-employment
will significant in Vientiane municipality. Especially Female self-employment is noticeable. In Vientiane, male
dominates employed work. On the other hand, farming is major work in all the rest of prefectures. The gender

difference is not clear in such region.
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Tab 5. time use on main activities by age, hours per day

Adult {2 15yr Child (S14 yr Little
{ yT) { yr) Child
miale female male female (=6 yr)
Work 7.9h B.8h &.1h 5.6h 7.9h
(Agriculture) 3.4n)|  (25m)|  en)|  (zow | Mo e
{H‘;:::?n.‘::;‘: (1.6h) (1.0h) (L.1h) (1.0h) | No statistics
(Household works) (0.7h) (3.1h) (0.7h) (1.7h) (1.7h)
School 0.5h 0.5h 3.7h 3.1h 0.7h
SERping, EaTing, 14.1h 13.7h 14.8h 16.0h 14.2h
leisure time
Others 1.5h 1.0h 1.4h 1.3h 1.2h
total|  24h 24h 24h 24h 24h

Data LECS 2 (Lao Expanditure and Corsurmption Survey) 1997/98

These situation caused by time-spatial segmentation. It means that the spatial segmentation between
workplace and home, and also temporal segmentation between working hours and non-working hours will be
occurred

It will be the cause of labor division among members in a household. When one household member
is working where far from home, other household member have to do all the household work. Such a change
is reported recently in the countries like China, which is under the economic transition from the socialist to the

capitalist.

4. The activity space of the children.

Ratio of child population of Laos is 44%. It exceeds other Southeast Asian countries like Vietnam and
Thailand. This ratio is considerably high compared with the estimate value in the entire developing country in
the world. In Laos, ratio of child population is high in rural regions. We can say that the farm village in Laos is a
society where the child occupies many.

According to time-budget survey, the average working hour a day by children is considerably long. The
total working time is 4.1 hours for a boy and 5.6 hours for a girl 14 years old or less. In the case of one young
child 6 years old or less, it is about eight hours, which equals an adult working hour.

However, much of works by children might be considered as an activity where labor is inseparably
related to playing rather than pure labor. Adults spend a lot of time on agriculture and hunting and gathering.
Children accompany them and help their work while making these activities playing.

Children acquire various kind of knowledge concerning the environment through labor and play.
Such knowledge is indispensable to the labor for farming, fishing, hunting and gathering. Therefore, the place
of labor is also a place of play and a place of education. What of the environment the child learns, and how
the knowledge is used in play and labor becomes a key for the reproduction of a cultural base of the regional

society.
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In recent years, a social reproduction in the farm villages of developing countries have received a big
influence by social and economical changes which are mostly from outside of the nation as Cindy Katz showed

in Sudan. She says as the follows.

The relation between a productive activity and a social reproduction is being transformed in a Laotian village
because of the inflow of the commodification and the increase of employment outside agriculture. Such

transformation is remarkable especially in urbanization front of Vientiane Municipality.

The knowledge acquired through labor in the child age might be useless for children after their
grown-up due to the change of agricultural technology, increase of non-agricultural employed work and so
on. The transformation of social reproduction process would change the village people’ s relationship with

environment, especially their recognition to nature.

5. Findings

We find these matters

1: Urbanization effect the daily life in Vientiane Municipality
2: the expanding of activity space.

3: gender differentiation by job type

4: fragmentation of daily life. The boundary between work play and education make clear.

Many Japanese scholars have studied the modernization process in Don Daeng village in Northeastern
Thailand more than 40 years.
We would like to make clear the changes of the villages in Vientiane plain follow same urbanization process or
not. We think the key point is the increasing of self-employment. It means the guarantee of the flexibility in

daily life or the transition phenomenon from sociologist economy to capitalist economy.

Kats,C.(1991): Sow what you know: the struggle for social reproduction in rural Sudan. Annals of Association of

American Geographers, 81-3.
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