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Synopsis: This paper gives a report on the data inputted from Yunnan local gazetteers concerning natural
disasters that occurred between the 14" and 19" centuries, and points out some of the problems we face when
trying to analyse it for the purpose of ascertaining long term trends in climatic change. It cites the fact that no
gazetteer registered the two consecutive years of severe flooding, which struck in 1625 and 1626 and wrecked
great devastation on most of middle and south Yunnan, specifically to show how local gazetteers do not give
comprehensive coverage of all instances of natural disasters, and suggests that hereafter data from memorials
and other sources be integrated with that from local gazetteers. Nevertheless this defect in the sources does
not prevent us from discerning long term patterns of change in the climate over time from the data inputted
so far. This paper concludes that the climate in 16™ century Yunnan probably became wetter than that of
the 14" 15" 17" and 18" centuries, and conjectures that the incapability of government and society to deal
problems created by a wetter climate in a situation, where land development had progressed hand in hand with
population increases, aggravated the extent of the damage caused by floods during the 16" century.

(Footnotes)
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