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Synopsis:This paper examines the exploitation of South Yunnan and the concurrent environmental transition
of southern Yunnan through a case study of the Shiping area. The population pressure that accompanied
development reaching saturation level exerted a great influence on the environment as well as the society and
economy of the surrounding areas. Research of the development of particular area, can throw light on the
broader aspects of environmental transition. Moreover, the use of materials gathered through field surveys can

aid us in getting a more accurate picture of the changes that took place.
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