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The works in seeding and harvesting dry rice and the labour exchange of the lu Mien (Yao): The change in

agricultural works accompanied with the transition from swidden to permanent dry field cultivation.

YOSHINO Akira (Tokyo Gakugei University)
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ABSTRACTO

The Iu Mien of PY Village (Tambol Romyen, Chiangkham District, Phayao Province) have experienced a
change in their dry rice cultivation. The swidden cultivation has not been conducted since 1990 and then they
cultivate rice on permanent dry fields. On the other hand, lu Mien household composition has been changed
since 1988; the decrease of patrilineal joint families and the increase of nuclear families.

The shift towards permanent field cultivation influenced their agricultural calendar and the increase of
nuclear family households has influenced their labour exchange. Some works in swidden were disappeared and
other works were introduced. Their agricultural calendar was shifted afterwards in half a month. The increase
of nuclear family households resulted in changes of labour exchange; the size of labour exchange per a day was

decreased and local ties, rather than kinship and affine ties, increased in their labour exchange counterparts.
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