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Abstract

This study, focusing on interactions among forest use and cultivation, social and economic change, and
transformation of environment in Southern Laos, tries to demonstrate local people’s practices such as reactions
toward and negotiations with National and regional institutions or policies and natural environment. Although
the diversities in agricultural products, system of cultivation, intensity of forest use, and economic prosperity,
which are observed in the region, are partly caused by the historical and environmental conditions, cultural
factor such as custom also influences on them. In addition, productive activities are closely related to people’
s lifestyle, way of thinking and behavior patterns, which are, in a word, dispositions. These various factors are

complexly intertwined each other.
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