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Abstract

Definition of Phu thai, a kind of Thai group, has been ambiguous for a long time. This research started from
revealing why this definition has been so ambiguous. Phu thai has two meanings: one is a name for a specific
group in which people speak Phu thai language. The other is a name for upper unit of the group, which contains
some specific groups.

This research aims to certify the ethnological background and social and ecological environment of Phu thai
in Savannakhet province in middle-south part of Lao P.D.R. Investigations was carried out by examining plant

usage and its relation to their life style.
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