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Abstract

We find the following by examining data obtained in interviews with villagers of Dong Khwaay Village.

1) Population and the number of households of Dong Khwaay Village since 1920 00 30 until the first half
of 1970s ebbed and flowed, but did not far exceeded 80 households. Dong Khwaay Village has been gaining
population since the second half of 1970s. Between 1985 and 1995, there was the most rapid expansion of the
population.

2) Floating rice cultivation of Dong Khwaay Village started to expand after the estuarial barrier dam of the
Maak Hiew River was constructed in 1976 (1977) and was at its peak between 1979 and 1984. Planting of
floating rice, however, began to decrease at 1985, whose previous year is the first year that dry season rice was
cultivated in the southern area of the village. Because of floods in 1994 00 1995, floating rice cultivation was
decreased drastically. At the following year, irrigation canals were constructed in the dry season rice fields and
dry season rice became to be cultivated in the largest area.

Rise and fall of floating rice cultivation have been influenced by environmental changes. On the other hand,

fall of floating rice cultivation correlated with expansion of dry season rice cultivation.
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