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Survey of the Group “Material Culture and Information” and on a plan of developing time-space integrated

archives for eco-historical researches
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Abstract:

In this report, the objectives of activity of the Group "Material Culture and Information" is summarized in terms
of (1) the importance of material culture in eco-historical study on Southeast Asia, (2) the eco-history should be
understood as a complex system composed of many factors such as (a) global climate condition, (b) social and
economical global trend in that area including international projects for development and aid, (c) international
and local policies relating to environmental, social, and public healthcare, etc., (d) trading and communication, (e)
ethos/pathos, or stiffness/plasticity in ethnic group, and so on, (3) the importance of research style of sharing
and collaborative creation of human knowledge by developing multimedia-archives for all kinds of data and
documents.

Based on these objectives, the Group is trying to develop (1) databases for materials and documents
collected and stored in many museums and institutions, (2) multimedia archives of many kinds of documents
and data for investigating the dynamic mutual relationships among various factors embedded within complex
system of eco-history, with a unique information retrieving and visualization mechanism in both space and time
dimensions. The basic concept and ideas are introduced together with discussions for realizing the practical
time-space integrated archives based on reports and documents accumulated within the Eco-history Project

until now.
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