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The Influx of Han Chinese Immigrants and Merchant Guilds in Yunnan

MASUDA Atsushi(Doctor Student in the History Course at Gakushuin University)
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Synopsis: The Hui-guan (merchant guild) was the base from which Han Chinese merchants practiced
commerce in Yunnan. A stone inscription concerning the Jiangxi Hui-guan in Mengzi Prefecture recorded the
case of an illegal occupation of the guild premises. The Hui-guan, which covered its own running expenses by
its own activities, attracted the unemployed people who sought to rob the funds of the guild. This shows the size
of the commercial activities of Han Chinese merchants and their aggressiveness in developing commodity trade,

as well as providing proof that large-scale commercial development placed a great burden on the environment.
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