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Chinese sources:
Historical documents

written with Chinese Characters,

including authentic records, which is the history from the
viewpoint of Chinese Dynasties. The history of the arid and
semiarid regions in central Eurasia is described as well. Since
systematic descriptions about the region have not been found, it
is essential to examine authentic Chinese history. The other
types of edited history become richer as time passes. For
certain eras, original documents are available. Inscriptions on
pieces of wood and bamboo in the era of Qin to Wei Dynasties,
Heicheng Documents in the era of Xixia and Mongol, archives
of the Qing Dynasty, and carved documents on stone
monuments after the Tang Dynasty are examples. These
original documents are crucial for reconstructing the social
situation in the respective time periods.

Mongolian to Arabic sources:

Major documents are edited historical texts, which, however,
include original data sometimes and reliable hearsay
information. Carved documents on stone monuments are also
very informative. Languages used in the area under the Qin&
Dynasty are available in archives of the dynasty after the 18
century.

Visual articles
Portraits and other illustrations carved on brick surfaces are often found fo

found at Heicheng City
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Fig. 7. Cover page of published documents

r the Han Dynasty. Those found in

Gansu and Shanxi Provinces are famous, with which detailed information about food; and clothing and even
houses can be obtained for the era.  Wall paintings r drawings found in tombs corresponding with various times
and places are also very informative. It should be noted that pictures in general are of value not only from the
viewpoint of art but also as a historical information source, which show life at the time in question. In the 20"
century, the amount of visual articles increases rapidly because of innovation in photograph and film. In the
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